[Methodology, limitations and value of mapping in electroencephalography].
Data processing is mandatory for EEG mapping. After having used a correct filter and ADC, spectral analysis is completed by interpolating between the spectral values obtained on each recording point to allow a sufficient number of values to be expressed in a grey or color scale on the skull projection plane. The obtention of valid results implies extreme care in data recording and processing. Transitory events (paroxysmal bursts) cannot be detected by spectral analysis. Nevertheless, EEG spectral data mapping is a very good technique to show abnormal EEG focuses in neurology, to study all sorts of neuropsychological reactivities, to follow the evolution of tracings during normal or abnormal aging, metabolic diseases or drug effects.